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This study consists of an examination of the relationship 
between Biddle University and Biddleville (the community around the 
University) for the purpose of understanding the development of 
Biddleville located in the city of Charlotte in Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina. No attempt has been made to analyze every aspect of 
this relationship. The materials selected are those relating to the 
conception and development of the University and community. What role 
did the University administration, student body, and staff play in the 
development of the community? What was the relationship between the 
University and the community? Who were the major persons involved in 
the triumphs and tragedies of the University and community? 
As a result of the University, Biddleville, the community, was 
founded and developed. Within the small community newly freed black 
people lived and studied. The University was founded in 1865 by three 
Presbyterian ministers, and the community grew because the Reverend 
Stephen Mattoon sold land to black people of Charlotte. 
1 
2 
The primary sources for this study were deeds and documents 
found in the Deeds Office of the County Building of Charlotte, 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina; personal papers; a city directory; 
and unpublished documents from local churches. Many secondary sources 
were used, and personal interviews were obtained for background 
information. 
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At the end of the Civil War a number of institutions were 
established throughout the country to educate the newly freed black 
people. Many of these schools were located in what was then the outer 
perimeters of cities and towns. Once these schools were established, 
small communities began to grow up around them. In 1870 the Reverend 
Stephen A. Mattoon arrived on the small campus of Biddle Memorial 
1 
Institute. Under his leadership, the small school flourished and the 
community surrounding it began to take form and grow into what later 
became the first community of black homeowners in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. The school was founded by three white Presbyterian 
ministers interested in the spirituality and education of black men. 
In the beginning the school was located in the city of Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 
The city of Charlotte was founded over two hundred years ago by 
English pioneers who stopped at a small clearing where their trail 
crossed a Catawba Indian trading path. At that time at least six 
Indian villages were spread along a twenty-mile stretch of Catawba 
1 
Inez Moore Parker, The Biddle-Johnson C. Smith University 
Story, edited by Helen Vassy Callison (Charlotte, North Carolina: 
Charlotte Publishing, 1975), p. 5. 
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riverbank. The Catawba nation was a loosely organized confederation 
of villages along the eastern side of the riverbank. These were the 
Indians whom the English traveler John Lawson visited in 1700 on his 
thousand-mile trip inland. King Charles II of England had awarded 
this land to eight prominent men of England who helped restore him to 
power. Approximately one hundred and fifty years later this was to be 
the first site of Biddle University. The Lord Proprietors appointed 
2 
John Lawson to survey and observe the Carolina interior. 
3 
After Lawson's trip, other Englishmen came. It was these 
later English pioneers who named the small settlement at the Indian's 
crossroads for Queen Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Sterility, the nineteen- 
year-old bride of King George III of England. Not only did the 
Englishmen come with their ideas and values; but also, other people 
came from Europe. Many of the events in eighteenth century Europe had 
a great effect on the growth of Charlotte. The government of England 
had placed severe religious restrictions on the Scottish families 
living in northern Ireland. As a result of such oppression, many of 
these families sought freedom in the new land across the sea in the 
American colonies. A great many of these Scottish-Irish families went 
first to Pennsylvania, then southward through Virginia and on into 
2 
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North Carolina. European countries had experienced crop failures and 
terrible famines. Many people died of starvation and related 
5 
diseases. The result was that people from Scandinavia, Russia, 
England, Wales and Ireland, parts of Germany, and France came to 
settle in what is now known as Mecklenburg County with its primary 
city, Charlotte. This rapid settlement brought about the official 
formation of Mecklenburg County in 1762. At that time, it also 
included what later became Cabarrus, Union, Gaston, and Lincoln 
6 
counties. In 1762, also, Henry Eustace McCullough conceived the 
plan of establishing a county seat. The people deeded a 360-acre 
tract to John Frohock, Abraham Alexander and Thomas Polk to hold in 
trust for the County of Mecklenburg on which a courthouse was to be 
built. The town immediately became the government and business 
center. It was declared the permanent county seat in 1773. 
Charlotte, like many other cities in the South, took part in 
the fight for building a new nation. Many battles were fought in and 
around her borders. After the Revolutionary War, Charlotte's 
population settled down to farming and cattle raising. Like other 
areas, Mecklenburg County had an economic crisis during the mid-1800s 
4 
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because of soil depletion and a decline in cotton production. In 
1825, Charlotte's problem was averted by the discovery of gold. The 
area became the nation's leading gold mining center until 1848 when 
7 
California's gold fields were discovered. 
Meanwhile, in the decades before the Civil War, Charlotte and 
its population grew. The city developed into one of the leading 
social and economic centers in the state. After the invention of the 
cotton gin, Charlotte's economy was transformed from general farming 
and cattle raising to that of cotton growing depending upon slave 
labor. Slavery in Charlotte not only controlled the physical being, 
it reached into every aspect of the enslaved person's life. Unlike 
other forms of slavery throughout the world, slavery in the United 
States denied the recognition of any rights. Education was outlawed 
for slaves. Slave laws or black codes were used to control travel and 
the congregation for worship and education of Blacks. What training 
black people received was for the skilled or semi-skilled trades 
needed for plantation and farming life. 
Life as a slave meant that by law one could not own property, 
be married by an ordained minister, choose to educate oneself or one's 
child. Although blacks lived among whites in this area, they did not 
and were not permitted to take part in the mainstream of social life. 
In 1860 only 39% of the total population in Mecklenburg County 
was black. With Charlotte the largest city in the county, the only 
7 
Marsh, p. 24. 
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slaves in the city were domestic workers or artisans. Because of 
their skills and training, slaves constructed most of the homes built 
during this period. They planted 90% of the crops and fashioned a 
large portion of furniture and clothing for the families of Charlotte 
and Mecklenburg County. 
When the Civil War began, Charlotte's citizens became involved. 
Over 2,600 soldiers from Mecklenburg County entered the Confederate 
ranks. At home, the citizens fought an economic battle for survival. 
Residents of the Queen City supplied ammunition, clothing and shelter 
to the soldiers in addition to command facilities. Many confederate 
officers visited Charlotte during the war because this city was the 
8 
site for the confederate government's cabinet meetings. 
In the years following the Civil War, black people in Charlotte 
struggled to establish a new identity for themselves, encountering 
scorn and ridicule from the majority of their white neighbors. The 
former slaves of the region had neither the financial, nor educational 
backgrounds to compete successfully with the white commuity for power 
and status. However, many white people were concerned about the role 
that these newly freed slaves would play. Out of this concern grew an 
institution for the education of black people, which later aided in 
the development of the first black homeowner community in Charlotte. 
8 
Ibid., p. 29. 
CHAPTER II 
EDUCATION COMES TO THE BLACK COMMUNITY 
OF CHARLOTTE 
Two years after General Robert E. Lee surrendered to General 
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox, the Reverend Samuel C. Alexander and 
the Reverend Willis L. Miller, two pioneers in the field of black 
education, met to lay the ground work for some day establishing a 
school for black men. The Presbyterian church had a history of 
mission and social work throughout the South. After the War, the need 
for help among the newly freed black race was evident. The migration 
from plantation to cities and towns, along with starvation and 
joblessness, illustrated the problems to be faced by all. The 
Freedman's Bureau was established to help bring solutions to the South 
by furnishing supplies and medical services, establishing schools and 
supervising contracts between freedmen and their employers. One of 
its greatest achievements was in education. It supervised all kinds 
of education, and worked closely with philanthropic and religious 
organizations in founding schools. 
This idea would have been against the law not too many years 
before this date. The law against teaching black people to read and 




the forging of passes by potential runaways. Revolts such as those 
led by Denmark Vesey in 1822 and Nat Turner in 1831 frightened the 
South. Since Turner was a preacher and both were educated men, the 
southern states increased their control of black preachers and the 
education of slaves. Except for the most elementary religious 
instruction, all education in the southern states was forbidden to 
10 
slaves. In the climate of great social change during Reconstruction 
and after, the Reverends Alexander and Miller became members of the 
Freeman Committee of the Presbyterian church where their idea for the 
school began to take form. By chance, Alexander and Miller met the 
Reverend Sidney S. Murkland who was also interested in the 
spirituality and education of black men. Although these men were 
from very different backgrounds, their common interest in education 
for the ex-slaves enabled them to turn an idea into reality with the 
establishment of the Freedman College of North Carolina on March 17, 
11 
1866. 
The Reverend Mr. Alexander was licensed to preach by the 
Presbytery of Charleston, South Carolina, after attending Columbia 
Seminary, South Carolina. He preached and taught for a short time and 
9 
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was ordained by the Presbytery of Concord, North Carolina. Here in 
the Piedmont Region of North Carolina, the Reverend Samuel C. 
Alexander lived and worked among both races. 
The Reverend Willis Miller, a slave owner before the War, and a 
member of the confederate army during the Civil War, joined the 
mission work of Alexander. He conceived the idea of establishing a 
parochial school and gradually building up a collegiate and 
theological school for the education of preachers and teachers among 
12 
black people. 
The Reverend Sidney S. Murkland was born in Scotland in 1807 
and ordained by the Presbytery in London during 1836. He served as a 
missionary in South America for many years before coming to the United 
States. For ten years before the Civil War, he pastored in 
Mecklenburg County. After resigning his church, he helped in founding 
Barber Scotia College, an institution established for training black 
women as teachers in 1867, less than fifty miles away in Concord, 
13 
North Carolina. 
The Freedman College of North Carolina became The Henry J. 
Biddle Memorial Institute in 1867. It was so named because of the 




Encyclopedia of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America, Including the Northern and Southern Assemblies, edited by 
Alfred Nevin (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Encyclopedia Pub. Co., 
1884), p. 483. 
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husband, Henry J. Biddle, had lived and worked in Philadelphia before 
his death. He requested that his wife find some worthwhile cause to 
support with their money. During the early stages of the school, Mrs. 
Biddle learned of its endeavors through the publication of a church 
agency. She then contacted an officer of the board and pledged to 
support the work. 
As was stated by Mrs. Inez M. Parker in The Biddle-Johnson C. 
Smith Story: 
Because of loosely kept records of the step by step 
development of the schools, the emotional nature of 
promotional literature concerning them, and the tragic loss 
of documents by fire, factual records of institutions founded 
for the education of blacks during the dark epoch following 
the civil conflict are scarce, scattered and in far too many 
14 
instances, extinct. 
Nevertheless, it is known that on April 7, 1867, the Catawba 
Presbytery met in the "Old Colored Presbyterian Church," (now the 7th 
Street Presbyterian Church), in Charlotte, North Carolina, and drew up 
specific procedural plans for operating this institution which by 
charter was called the Freedman's College of North Carolina. The 
Reverends Mr. Alexander and Mr. Miller were elected teachers and 
empowered to conduct and manage the school. 
At first, no place could be found to locate the school because 
of opposition from some of the white people in Charlotte. The first 
classes were held in an old union soldiers' hospital building which 
14 
Parker, p. 6. 
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had been moved from another site. Henry B. Williams, a businessman 
of Charlotte who owned quite alot of land, sold a square on C Street 
in the area known as Log Town to Mr. Alexander. Log Town was so named 
because of the small log houses built by the rich white people of 
Charlotte for their black workers. These log homes were within 
walking distance of the large white-owned homes, thereby making a 
subcommunity of poor blacks at the back door of the very rich whites 
of Charlotte. Two other lots on the same square were bought and two 
15 
houses for the teachers were built. 
However, the Reverend Samuel C. Logan, Secretary of the 
Committee on Missions for Freeman, did not approve of the Log Town (as 
the area was known) as a permanent home for the school. He attempted 
to purchase eight acres of land from a Colonel W. R. Myers who was not 
willing to sell unless the Committee would take the entire 130 acres 
for three thousand dollars. Because of the sum asked by Colonel 
Myers, the Committee declined this offer. Within the same year, 
16 
however, Colonel Myers gave the eight acres to the school. This 
land was located quite a distance from the center of Charlotte and the 
original site of the school. One of the conditions was that the 
school be moved immediately to the new site. In 1869 two years after 
its move to what has become Beatties Ford Road (on the eight acres 
from Colonel Myers), the Reverend Stephen Mattoon was appointed 
15 





president of the Henry J. Biddle Memorial Institute. 
Dr. Mattoon was born at Champion, New York, May 5, 1815. He 
graduated from Union College, Schenectady, New York in 1842 and 
studied theology at Princeton after he was ordained an evangelist by 
the Presbytery of Troy, February 11, 1846. He was sent to Siam as 
missionary in 1846 and later became pastor of the first church of 
Bangkok, Siam where he served for six years. Later, he served as 
pastor of the church of Ballston Spa, New York, 1867-1869; as stated 
supply of the church of New Hope, North Carolina, 1870-1871; as 
stated supply in Charlotte, North Carolina, 1871-1878; as stated 
supply of the churches of Caldwell, Hopewell and Good Hope, North 
Carolina, 1879-1889; President of Biddle University, Charlotte, North 
Carolina 1870-1885; and Professor of Theology and Church Government, 
Biddle University, 1879-1889. 
Under the leadership of the Reverend Stephen A. Mattoon, the 
University's faculty, student body, and campus expanded. The 
University Catalogue for 1875-1876 contains the names of the Board of 
Trustees, officers, faculty members, and a description of the 
University's policies, student life program, and curriculum. The 
curriculum was divided into three departments: the theological, 
classical and English-Normal. Until 1876 only one general course was 
offered. After this year other courses were added. In 1878 the 
English-Normal Department was divided into Junior and Senior divisions 
17 
Ibid., p. 4. Variant spellings of Beaty's-Ford Road or 
Beatties Ford Road are common in even the manuscript sources. 
12 
and the following year restructured into three divisions--Junior, 
18 
Middle and Senior. At this time there were five students enrolled 
in the senior division. Education was not contained in the boundaries 
of the classroom. All students were required to serve in the 
community churches and schools. The catalogue plainly states that: 
. . . the practical work of the ministry is joined with study, 
as every one of the theological students labor as a catechist 
or preacher during vacation, and generally supplies some 
church as often as half the Sabbaths in term time. This 
practical work provided the student body as well as the 
faculty members a chance to serve more directly in the 
community. 
As a result of this practice, the residents of Biddleville were given 
close personal contact with the school. 
The second division in the curriculum was the Classical 
Department. In 1875-1876, this Department offered four classes of 
study (freshman, sophomore, junior and senior) which were equivalent 
to regular college work. Two lower classes were added in 1876-1877. 
These classes were equivalent to the senior course of the secondary 
schools. Students enrolled in them were considered to be in their 
higher preparatory and lower preparatory years. The only senior in 
the Institute, Daniel Wallace Culp, was in this department. 
Culp was from Union, South Carolina. He entered Biddle 
Memorial Institute in 1869 and was the first to graduate in 1876 from 
the college with a Bachelor of Arts degree plus honors. In 1879 he 
graduated with honors in Hebrew and Theology from Princeton 
18 
Ibid., p. 7. 
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Theological Seminary. For several years he pastored and served as 
principal for a number of schools in Biddleville. He later enrolled 
in the medical school at the University of Michigan; however, he 
received his medical degree some years later from the Ohio Medical 
School in 1891. He practiced for several years in the states of 
Georgia and Florida before his health forced him to stop. In 1902 Dr. 
Culp revealed an additional skill by editing a book entitled Twentieth 
Century Negro Literature, Or A Cyclopedia of Thought on the Vital 
Topics Relating to the American Negro, by One Hundred of America1s 
19 
Great Negroes. 
The third division was the English and Normal (preparatory) 
Department. The work of this department was equivalent to the regular 
foundation course of the conventional high school and was divided into 
first, second, third and fourth years. In 1876-1877 two lower grades 
on the elementary school level were added. They were called lower 
preparatory and higher preparatory years. Among the first students to 
enroll in the preparatory department was John Edward Rattley. During 
his early childhood he attended one of the Charlotte parochial schools 
operated under the auspices of the Presbyterian church. In 1877 
Rattley graduated with honors from Biddle Institute and was offered a 
position as tutor, an offer he declined in order to accept the 
principalship at a Charlotte parochial school. After holding this 
position nearly four years, he was influential in effecting a merger 
19 
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1902; Miami: Mnemosyne Pub. Co., 1969). 
14 
of the school with the City Grade School for Negroes (later to become 
Myers Street Elementary School). He became the first principal of the 
consolidated school, but resigned four years later to take a job as 
20 
clerk in the pension office in Washington, D.C. Years after leaving 
Charlotte, upon the death of Dr. Mattoon, John Rattley wrote to Mary 
Mattoon, one of the deceased's daughters. Reading only a small part 
of his correspondence conveys a sense of the respect and esteem Mr. 
Rattley had for Dr. and Mrs. Mattoon. 
The year 1879 brought both good and bad events for the small 
Institution. Biddle University received $6,120.17 from theological 
students of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. These contributions 
were the direct result of the efforts of Dr. D. J. Sanders who was on 
the Board of Trustees and was later to become the first black 
president of the school, serving from 1891 to 1907. By 1879 the 
21 
student enrollment had increased to 141 and the faculty to 16. In 
the same year, the president's home was destroyed by fire, including 
his library which had been used as the students' primary source of 
reference. Also lost were valuable personal and official records and 
documents pertaining to the early stages of the development of the 
school and the Biddleville community. Thus, the burning of Dr. 
Mattoon's house in the fall of 1879 resulted not only in a personal 
20 




loss, but also in a loss of the official records of the school. It 
seems, however, that from that period forward persistent and 
successful efforts were made to raise the standard of scholarship in 
the school so that, as indicated in the annual catalogue, the 
curriculum achieved a reputable rank among those of similar 
institutions elsewhere. 
Under the presidency of Dr. Mattoon, supported by Mrs. Mary L. 
Mattoon, three things were accomplished. First, the prejudices of the 
community against the school were largely overcome, and opposition was 
changed to friendship. Second, the policy adopted by his predecessors 
of developing evangelistic work was broadened and deepened. Third, 
the material resources of the institution were greatly strengthened 
22 
and the facilities enlarged. The small school grew and by 1883 
there had been erected a new brick house for the president, houses for 
three senior professors, a large boarding house and the University 
Building (now called the Administration Building). At the time the 
University Building was the most impressive structure on any black 
campus in the state. Completed at a cost of $40,000, it is 97 by 67 
23 
feet, three stories high with an annex for chapel 66 by 45 feet. 
The charter of the institution was amended in 1883 by the state 
legislature changing the name from "Henry J. Biddle Memorial 
22 
Catalogue of Biddle University (Charlotte, North Carolina, 
1893-1894), p. 46. 
23 
Parker, p. 5. 
16 
Institute" to "Biddle University." 
Dr. Mattoon resigned the office of the president the following 
year, 1884, after fourteen years of service; but he remained on the 
staff until 1889. The next president, the Reverend William A. 
Holliday, a member of the 1862 graduating class of Princeton, came to 
the University from Paris, Kentucky. After serving for only one 
year, Holliday left the school and Dr. Mattoon was asked to serve as 
interim president for the year 1885-1886. He retired again in 1889, 
also the year of his death. 
The result of the interest of three white ministers and the 
Presbyterian Church was an educational institution for black men. 
This small school produced young men who later aided in the building 
of the first black homeowners community in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Moreover, the president of the University himself was a major force in 
establishing the Biddleville community. 
CHAPTER III 
BIDDLEVILLE: THE FIRST BLACK HOMEOWNERS' 
COMMUNITY IN CHARLOTTE 
President Mattoon not only provided great leadership for the 
University, he also extended his knowledge and skills to the black 
citizens of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County through his selected 
participation in community affairs. Mattoon's activities were not 
limited to preaching and advising. He sought to help build an 
economic base by aiding the black citizens in the purchase of land. 
By 1883, Mattoon had acquired over ninety-one additional acres of land 
24 
of which he resold most to black residents of Charlotte. 
Mattoon began reselling portions of this land to the first 
black residents of what was becoming Biddleville in November 1873. 
This process is aptly described by McCrorey in his Brief History of 
Johnson C. Smith University as follows: 
In every possible way in which he could find time from his 
school duties, while president, he contributed very materially 
to the cause of civic service to the colored people of the 
vicinity. He personally bought land adjacent to the campus 
which he sold at no profit to the colored people, for he did 
not intend this project as a commercial enterprise for 
himself, instead it was entirely an altruistic movement for 
the good of others. In this manner, he established, I believe, 
the first home-owned community by colored people in 
24 
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After years of study, Ms. Inez Parker wrote about Dr. Mattoon 
ana the era in which he worked and lived. 
He was able to deal amicably with the white community, win 
their respect and admiration and purchase from them large 
plots of land which he sold to the Negroes at modest prices. 
To achieve this in a climate which was still fermenting in 
defeat required tact, diplomacy, and dedication to what he 
believed. Socially I am of the opinion that he was a 
gentleman of large stature winning his way into the affections 
of both the whites and the Negroes as he affiliated himself 
26 
with civic activities for the general welfare. 
Dr. Mattoon sold land to over thirty black people; and by 1880, 
the name Biddleville began to be used in deeds and other documents to 
27 
describe the location of this land. Accounts of some of these 
purchases, although brief, give interesting glimpses into the 
development of the black community. On November 22, 1873 Robert Bell 
paid sixty dollars to Mattoon for a lot of land on Beatties Ford Road. 
The description of the land read as follows: 
. . . bounded beginning at a stone on the east side of the 
street adjuting the lands of John Kilpatrick and turning east 
400 feet to the middle of the Beaty's Ford Road and thence 
north along said road 100 feet and thence west 400 feet to a 
stone and then south along the street 100 feet to the place 
25 
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Among the names found on the list of those who purchased land 
from Mattoon was Richard Pickenpack. On April 13, 1880, Mr. 
Pickenpack acquired one acre of land for $80.00. The location of the 
land would be on what is now called Campus Street next to the 
29 
Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church. In the 1870 city census report Mr. 
Pickenpack was listed as living in the fourth ward in the city of 
Charlotte. At this time he was listed at 62 years of age, could not 
read or write, and was unemployed. 
Much of the land that Mattoon sold was done so on a deferred 
payment plan. Found in deeds are the terms explaining that money had 
been given at an earlier date and upon the final payment the land 
would be the property of the second party. Such a case is that of 
James Douglas who on November 22, 1886 paid $50.00 to Mattoon for land 
30 
on Rozzel's Ferry Road. This was the first payment for 4.5 acres of 
land; its total cost was $285.00. Mr. Douglas was to have until 
January 1890 to pay the full amount. On December 30, 1889 Mary L. 
Mattoon, the daughter of Dr. Mattoon who assumed her father's business 




Deed Book 30, p. 373. 
30 
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20 
31 
turning over full ownership to Mr. Douglas. 
Many black people were farmers or unskilled laborers. George 
Saddler was the son of Isaac and Harriet Saddler. Like many other 
farmers' children, George learned his father's trade. In 1886 he 
bought one acre of land from Mattoon. Later he is found in the 1900 
census report, at the age of twenty-one. He had married and owned his 
32 
own farm. 
The first black landowners in Biddleville also lent their names 
to some of the streets which can be identified today. Celia Avenue 
was named after Celia Henderson who purchased A.3 acres of land on 
33 
September 2, 1889. Mrs. Elizabeth Bradshaw, the great-granddaughter 
of Mrs. Henderson, at present lives within five miles of the original 
land owned by her great-grandmother. Mrs. Bradshaw who remembers 
growing up on this land describes it as rich and fertile. This area 
has changed a great deal from when Mrs. Bradshaw was a young girl. 
All of the land has been divided and sold many times over, yet the 
street still carries her great-grandmother's name. Celia Henderson 
shares the honor of having a street named after her with a number of 
others. 




U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census 
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21 
family name to Dixon Street which runs through land now owned by the 
34 
University. The Reverend Dr. Mattoon's name also was used for a 
street. To this day many black citizens of Biddleville call Mattoon 
Street home. Other streets were named for their use, like Cemetery 
Street. Its name was given because of the fact that the local 
cemetery was located at its end. 
As time passed and the University grew, the need arose for a 
larger staff. Housing for these new members of the school was needed. 
Many of these instructors purchased land and built homes within the 
Biddleville community. In the Colored Department of Walsh's Charlotte 
Directory for 1907 the growth and development of both the school and 
community can be traced. George E. Davis, for example, attended 
Biddle University and, after acquiring advanced degrees, returned to 
the University to serve first as part of the faculty, and later as 
Dean. Dr. Davis acquired one acre of land located on the corner of 
Mattoon and Dixon Streets from Dr. Mattoon for the sum of one hundred 
35 
dollars, making his last payment May 10, 1889. Dr. Davis married 
Maria Gaston in 1891 and in that same year built his home, a large 
wooden Victorian house where he and his wife raised five children. 
However, not all of the faculty chose to own their homes. 
Augustus Ulysses Frierson was the Greek professor at the University. 
34 




In the 1900 census report he is listed as renting his home in Biddle- 
36 
ville. Some residents in Biddleville, like those in many college 
communities, rented rooms to students and faculty alike, thus adding 
another dimension to the ties of the school and the community. These 
young male students were not just strangers coming into their midst 
for a few months to serve in their churches and schools. They also 
became partners in the families and community by living with and among 
the people. Along with the need for new housing came the need for 
business and community services. Mr. and Mrs. John R. (Annie) Baker 
were among the very first to own and operate a grocery store in 
37 
Biddleville. Later a small elementary school was established for 
the children of the community. On March 3, 1885 a half acre of land 
was purchased from the Reverend Dr. Mattoon by the School Community 
38 
District //88 Colored. In 1907 Miss Lula C. Singleton was principal 
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of this same school then named Biddleville Public School. 
Religion was a major factor in the lives of black people in the 
United States. In many communities throughout the nation, one of the 
36 
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first, and in some cases the only, institution owned by black people 
was the church. Biddleville, like so many other communities, also 
developed black churches within its boundaries. By 1880 three 
separate denomination churches had been established. The first to be 
founded was the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 
On August 21, 1873, Dr. Mattoon and Mrs. Mattoon sold a lot to 
a small band of black Christian laborers on Village Road. These 
persons were listed on the deed as trustees of the A.M.E. Zion Church 
of America. They paid fifty dollars for the property described in the 
deed as follows: 
It began at a stone on the corner of Noel Williams' lot on 
Village Road and running thence along said road one hundred 
feet to a road running east and west (now named Cemetery 
Street) then west along said road four hundred feet to a stone 
and thence east along the line of Noel Williams' and four 
40 
hundred feet to the place of beginning. 
Although the land had been purchased in the early 1870s, it was 
not until 1890, during the first session of the Western North Carolina 
Conference held in Statesville, that Bishop J. W. Hood appointed the 
Reverend Mr. Martin pastor of Max Chapel Circuit Church. It was at 
some point between 1895 and 1899 that the name Gethsemane was given to 
the church. In 1899, when the Reverend Mr. S. W. Hamilton accepted 
the position as pastor, many of the members were dissatisfied with the 
old frame building and under his leadership began to build a 
40 
Deed Book 9, p. 248. 
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brick structure, which was completed two years later. Since that 
time, Gethsemane has been blessed with the service of a number of 
pastors. 
Visitors to the modern complex which consists of the many 
operations of Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church see little to remind them 
of its humble beginnings. None of the original membership is still 
alive, but there remain many descendants of the charter members who 
worshipped many years in the buildings which preceded the present 
42 
structure. 
The A.M.E. Zionists were not the only denominational group to 
develop a church in Biddleville. In 1878, a small group of Missionary 
Baptists living there gathered at the home of Amanda McClure to plan 
the organization of what later became Mount Carmel Baptist Church. 
For some time, this little band continued meeting from house to house; 
and, when the weather would permit, they would meet under trees. 
Their favorite spot was a large oak tree located near what was to 
become several years later the Biddleville Presbyterian Church. 
Before the church could be organized officially, it was necessary to 
have nine members. Not having the desired number, the group borrowed 
members from other churches. One such person was Mr. William Davison 
41 
"A History of Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion Church, September 7-12, 
1958" (Charlotte, North Carolina: A.M.E. Zion Church, 1958), p. 2. 
(Typescript bulletin passed out for the eightieth anniversary of the 




who became the father of one of the later pastors of the church. 
After having secured the desired number of members, Elder Elagle, at 
that time pastor of First Baptist Church, perfected the organization. 
The first pastor, the Reverend Mr. Lewis, was a young man 
attending Biddle University. Mr. Lewis served for twenty years for a 
salary of twenty dollars a year. The church prospered under his 
leadership and grew to about twenty members in a short time. 
It had been as a result of the concerns and actions of the 
Presbyterian Church that Biddle Memorial Institute was established. 
During the adolescence of the school's existence, a community of black 
homeowners developed. Two of the off-spring from the relationship 
between the school and community were Gethsemane A.M.E. Zion and Mount 
Carmel Baptist churches. It was, therefore, only fitting that the 
Presbyterians would desire a church of their own. The Biddleville 
Presbyterian Church was organized October 17, 1880 on the campus of 
Biddle University by a committee appointed by the Presbytery of 
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Catawba. Unlike the founders of the other churches who were black, 
the founders of the Presbyterian church were all white. Although the 
founders were all white, the trustees were all black. On November 1, 
1886, the Reverend Stephen Mattoon sold one-half acre of land on 
Beatties Ford Road to Thomas C. Foster, George W. Phifer and Amize 
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Phifer as trustees for the church at the cost of one dollar. After 
a few years the church was moved from the campus into a frame 
structure on Carmel Street (once Village Road, now Campus Street) 
adjacent to the campus. 
This added facility for worship eliminated the necessity 
for the university students and community dwellers to travel 
over two miles across town to the 'colored' Presbyterian 
Church (now First United Presbyterian Church), for Sunday and 
mid-week prayer meeting services. By the 1883-1884 school 
term, it was a written requirement that all students attend 
Sabbath School in the chapel on the morning of each Lord's 
Day; Divine services in the evenings conducted by one of the 
45 
professors and meetings for Tuesday and Saturday evenings. 
This new Presbyterian church spent its infancy on the campus of 
Biddle University. It was later named Biddle Presbyterian Church and 
then moved to Beatties Ford Road and later to Carmel Street. In 1921, 
it moved once again to a brick edifice on Mattoon Street. Biddle 
Presbyterian Church and Emmanuel Presbyterian Church (a Presbyterian 
church founded much later) merged on May 14, 1961 and on December 10, 
1967, the name was changed to Memorial United Presbyterian Church. 
Although they took awhile to develop, social classes in the 
black community of Biddleville became identifiable around the turn of 
the century. After the establishment of the churches the lines could 
be seen even clearer. It was unfortunate that the organization 
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established for brotherhood would be one of the instruments used to 
draw lines and boundaries in social circles. Not only did it become 
important what type job one held but also what church one attended. 
Still, all or most of the residents and students supported many joint 
activities. They participated together in such events as picnics, 
revival meetings, clubs and lodges. Those residents who could read 
discussed events printed in the newspaper, and, to a limited degree, 
took part in local government by attending rallies and festivals 
given on national and local holidays. Many of the Biddleville 
residents' lives were centered around their work. Because of the lack 
of education during their childhood, they worked and struggled to 
provide food, shelter and education for their children. These 
families had limited social outlets, but most took advantage of 
whatever opportunities they could to enjoy themselves. 
The kitchen held a special place for many families. Meals were 
a time when families shared the days' activities, discussed problems 
and instructed the young in their folkways. Recipes were handed down 
from one generation to the next. Many homes had front porches, used 
for evening talks between husband and wife, and as a substitute for 
a place for courtship during the summer months. On Saturday men would 
gather at one house or another to play checkers, discuss the weather 
and local tragedies. The community often came to the aid of any 
person or family that had illness or major problems. It was not 
uncommon for a woman to cook a meal large enough for two families in 
order to share with the sick person's family or community members. 
28 
During the holidays families would visit each other's homes to partake 
of special foods and drink. On other occasions such as weddings and 
births many came to give good tidings. With the presence of the 
University, the opportunity to have a wedding presided over by a 
46 
minister of the church became a common practice. 
During this era in America's history, black families, like many 
others, were described as extended or clan-like in structure. It was 
not unusual to have three or more generations of a family in one 
house. Such is the case of Theodol Caldwell, born in the state of 
North Carolina. By 1900 he had been married fourteen years and was 
listed as a day laborer who owned his own home free of mortgage. He 
could not read or write. His wife's name was Ella. The Caldwell's 
had three children: two sons, ages 14 and 18 and one daughter, age 
10. Also living in the Caldwell home was Mrs. Caldwell's mother, 
47 
Nancy Alermell, age 70. Some homes, however, had included other 
family members in other ways. Robert Alexander, an oil mill worker, 
owned his own home and found among the occupants were his two 
daughters, ages 7 and 9; a woman referred to as the washing help (most 
likely a housekeeper); three sons, ages 7, 12 and 14; and Mr. 
48 
Alexander's brother Henry Alexander. Often times families also took 
46 
Mr. Henry Thomas of Charlotte, North Carolina, interview by 
author, 19 October 1982, Charlotte, North Carolina. 
47 




in boarders to help with chores and add to their income or, at times, 
to aid a friend or relative and to serve as campus housing for 
students. Henry and Denise Hirt had been married seven years by 1900. 
Mr. Hirt was employed as a teacher. They had two daughters and nine 
boarders. All of the boarders were male students attending Biddle 
49 
University. These social patterns are not vastly different from 
those found in many other black communities throughout the South 
during this era. The Biddleville resident shared his or her religion, 
social status, folkways and types of employment with a black 
counterpart throughout the nation. The difference was the presence of 
the University which permitted reciprocal relationship between the 
academic group and the members of the community, a situation rarely 





The bonding agent that seals a small group of people in an area 
into a community consists of many elements. Among these are shared 
experiences, common interests and a collective sense of belonging. In 
the era between 1880 and 1910 these elements were already established 
in Biddleville, and they were growing steadily. A brief review of the 
history of Charlotte's Biddle University and activities within 
Biddleville will attest to this fact. 
From the small trading path founded in the woods by John Lawson 
in 1700 to the formation of Mecklenburg County in 1762, the history of 
Charlotte can be traced. As the background for the setting of Biddle¬ 
ville, Charlotte's formation is important to understanding the nature 
of Biddleville. From the beginning of the Revolutionary War in 1776 
to the end of the Civil War in 1865, the land that was to become 
Biddleville was used primarily for farming and cattle raising. During 
those years Charlotte as a city grew. Its social order followed those 
of many growing cities in the South. Slaves and their labor 
contributed to the wealth of the area. The treatment of slaves was 
similar to that of slaves throughout the South. The regulations of 




After the Civil War, the need for assistance in all parts of 
life was great. As a result of the collective efforts of the 
Freedman's Bureau, the Presbyterian Church and the three Presbyterian 
ministers, a school for the education of black men was established. 
With the arrival of Dr. and Mrs. Mattoon in 1870, clear lines of help 
can be traced into an age of improvement both educationally and 
economically for black people. From 1870 to 1880 Charlotte's black 
population grew. During this time through his work as an educator, 
Dr. Mattoon educated young black men like Dr. Daniel Wallace Culp and 
John Edward Rattley. These young men served not only as teachers and 
visiting ministers, they later served the black youth in Charlotte as 
principals of local and parochial schools. 
It is in the year 1880 that the name Biddleville began to be 
used in deeds describing the land being sold by Dr. Mattoon. By 1880 
there were three denominations which had established churches for 
worship in Biddleville. One of the first persons to serve as a pastor 
of the first black Baptist Church was the Reverend Mr. Lewis, a young 
man attending Biddle University. 
As the years passed the desire for education remained strong 
and steady for the residents of Biddleville. Likewise, the University 
grew and made changes to provide a better education. Changes and 
steadfastness were to be found in the relationship between Biddleville 
and Biddle University. Many parochial schools had been established 
for the black youth of Charlotte, leaving an institution such as 
Biddle University to concentrate on higher learning. Thus the 
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standards for admission rose along with the fees. Those Biddleville 
residents who could afford it, allowed their children to attend the 
parochial schools, finish the required number of years and enter 
college. Many Biddleville residents could not. Their childrens' 
labor aided the household and money was needed for the necessities of 
life. 
Socially, Biddleville and Biddle University began to change as 
well. Although the residents were welcome on the campus and likewise, 
the students and administration in the homes; taste and interest 
developed along different lines. With the change of leadership from 
white to black came a change in the direction the University would 
take. In 1891 Dr. D. J. Sanders, the first black president, saw (and 
rightfully so) his major priorities as building a strong and sound 
University for young black men. He did not share as strongly as 
Mattoon did, the desire to develop Biddleville. With the changing 
trend of thought in politics and social patterns taking place, black 
schools were competing with each other for every dollar they could 
find. This was the era of men such as Booker T. Washington, Andrew 
Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller and W. E. B. Du Bois. An age of 
conflict and progress was unfolding in the life of the University and 
the community. Yet with the social and political losses came the age 
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of what John Hope Franklin called "Philanthropy and Self-help." 
This era can be seen as the turning point between Biddleville and 
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Biddle University. For during the years 1890-1900 both took its own 
course--one for ideas and greater achievements; the other for survival 
and the establishing of a better way of life. 
Those things that remained steadfast during the late 1890s are 
those things that always will. The churches never failed to provide a 
common ground for all. Just as when Mattoon was president, in later 
years the students and other members of the University were free to 
worship in the church of their liking. Relationships between men and 
women in the community and the University were developed, some never 
to end. Many a young man from Biddle University took to himself a 
bride from the Biddleville community. On certain holidays and during 
major events both on campus and in the community, students and 
residents joined as one. Such events as the Easter Monday baseball 
game and the three churches joint picnic and services are clear 
51 
examples. 
It is difficult to say in just which year the lines wre drawn 
between Biddleville and Biddle University. Now it is equally 
difficult to define and trace these lines. No one person or persons 
can be the cause of the success and growth of this community and 
school. True, Mattoon conceived Biddleville and the Presbyterian 
church conceived Biddleville University. There were, however, along 
the way countless men and women who participated in the building and 
maintenance of the school and community. 
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By 1896 the entire one hundred and thirty acres originally 
offered by Colonel Myers had become Biddleville. Biddle University 
52 
had a sixty-acre campus and two hundred and sixty students. Mattoon 
sold land to churches, private citizens and businesses. As time 
passed, Charlotte grew and the city limits were moved to obtain more 
land and provide greater living space. From farmland to homeland, 
this area changed under the development of growth and progress. 
Published in 1907 under the Colored Department of Walsh's 
Charlotte City Directory is a listing for Biddleville residents. By 
this time the small community had grown and developed into an 
important portion of the city of Charlotte. 
From the idea of three Presbyterian ministers to establish a 
small school to educate black men grew an institution of higher 
learning. From the efforts of a president of that institution came 
the first community of black homeowners. Out of that community grew 
an important residential area. Annexed in 1907, Biddleville could 
proudly look upon its residents as a diverse group of black people 
playing a major role in the city of Charlotte. 
The life styles, dreams and desires of the Biddleville 
residents closely paralled that of black community members across the 
nation. Biddle University and Biddleville survived and prospered. 
Many lives were affected by the events taking place on the campus and 
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the streets of this area. New residents came along with new 
inventions. The facts remained, Biddle University educated black men 
to teach and to serve, and Biddleville was a community owned by black 
men and women. 
It has been difficult to pinpoint whether the Reverend Dr. 
Stephen A. Mattoon came to the University with the idea of 
establishing a black homeowner community, or, if like the three 
founders of the University, he saw a need and fulfilled it. What can 
be seen throughout the countless deeds and documents is that Mattoon 
worked long and hard to give Biddle University a strong foundation on 
which to build, and, Biddleville the start needed on which to grow. 
As Charlotte began to spread out, it was inevitable that Biddle 
University and Biddleville would be incorporated into her boundaries. 
Today Biddle University is named Johnson C. Smith University and 
stands among the many institutions of which Charlotte is proud. 
Biddleville at present retains its original name, and many of its 
residents can point with pride to the fact that their ancestors were 
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